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CAST

NURADIN ABDULAHI / OMAR 
AVI AHARONI* / ALI 
YASSIR ALI / OMID

LEOR BENJAMIN / MAZ 
 COMFORT DOLO* / HELENE

MILA EKISOLA / LITTLE AMAL (Tue, Thu, Sat)
LAYAL BOE-FARAG / LITTLE AMAL (Wed, Fri, Sun)

 PAUL LANAVE* / HENRI, CRS OFFICER
TONY LARKIN* / SAFI

JIM LICHTSCHEIDL* / BOXER 
 AHMAD MAHER* / NORULLAH

 ABDOUL MANAF-KONDO / OKOT
 ALEX MITCHELL / SAM

SABRIN NUR / YASIN
SOPHINA SAGGAU* / BETH 

 ERIC STAVES / DEREK, GUARD
CHERYL "CHEZA" WILLIS* / PAULA

MOHAMED YABDRI / SALAR
 BRUCE A. YOUNG* / MOHAMMED

THE JUNGLE
WRITTEN BY JOE ROBERTSON & JOE MURPHY

DIRECTED BY MARK VALDEZ

and featuring musicians:

ROBERT LEHMANN
ARYAMAN REXER-JOSHI

ACCESSIBILITY

LAILA SAHIR / CAPTIONS
LAURIE PAPE HADLEY / AUDIO DESCRIPTION

MINNESOTA DEAF MUSLIM COMMUNITY / ASL INTERPRETATION

Runtime: 165 minutes with a 10 minute intermission
Setting: an improvised refugee camp in Calais, France 

Time: Between March 2015 and November 2016



PRODUCTION TEAM

JESSICA GOLDADE SWANSON / PRODUCTION MANAGER
KENJI SHOEMAKER* / STAGE MANAGER
STACY MCINTOSH* / STAGE MANAGER 

AUSTIN SCHOENFELDER* / ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER

JOE STANLEY / SCENIC DESIGNER, BUILDER
ZAMORA SIMMONS / COSTUME DESIGNER
MARCUS DILLIARD+ / LIGHTING DESIGNER

C ANDREW MAYER / SOUND DESIGNER
ABBEE WARMBOE/ PROPS DESIGNER

ISA CONDO-OLVERA / DIALECT COACH
AARON PREUSSE / FIGHT CHOREOGRAPHER

BRYNN KELLY / HEAD CARPENTER
     THOMAS J. HONEYWELL, ELIJAH VIRGIL HUGHES, 
                      VINCENT KENOBBIE, EVERETT PARKER, 
WILL RAFFERTY, ASA RALLINGS, MAGGIE SULENTIC / CARPENTERS

ERIKA SOUKUP / CHARGE ARTIST
MACARIA MEZA / SCENIC PAINTER

KAI YAMANISHI / HEAD ELECTRICIAN
                      SAM BROWN, LUCAS MARTIN, 

JACKSON FUNKE, BEN HARPER / ELECTRICIANS
LUCAS MARTIN, SHERRILL ZHENG / SOUND CREW

BRUCE A. YOUNG*​ / FIGHT CAPTAIN

ALEYA BERRY / LIGHT BOARD OPERATOR
SVEA GRESETH / RUN CREW
JOSIE AUSTIN / WARDROBE

ELIJAH VIRGIL HUGHES, VIA SANDS / WARDROBE CREW

EMMA SWAIN / BOX OFFICE AND HOUSE MANAGEMENT
MUHUMED MAGAN / LIVE LOBBY MUSIC

MEHRAN SIDIQI / AFGHAN CULTURAL CONSULTANT
JULIA KOJO / SUDANESE CULTURAL CONSULTANT

CHRISTINA VANG / SEASON ART

* Appearing through an agreement with the Actors' Equity Association,
the Union of Professional Actors and Stage Managers in The United States

+ Member of United Scenic Artists, Local USA 829, IATSE, the union representing 
Scenic, Costume, Lighting, Sound, and Projection Designers in Live Performance



CAST BIOS

Avi Aharoni (ALI) is a NYC-based actor/writer who is grateful to be back in his
hometown of Minneapolis after recently receiving an MFA in Acting from
Northwestern University in Chicago. Locally, he’s worked with the Guthrie
Theater, History Theatre, Park Square Theatre, Dark & Stormy Productions,
Theater Latté Da, Illusion Theater, Six Points Theater, Playwrights’ Center,
Pillsbury House Theatre, Transatlantic Love Affair, Theater L'Homme Dieu,
among others. Regionally he's worked with The Wirtz Center in Chicago, Off-Road
Shakespeare in Seattle, and The Guild Theatre in Israel. Working at Mixed Blood
Theatre has always been a dream, and he's thankful to have this opportunity with
such an important play. AviAharoni.com

Yassir Ali (OMID) is Twin cities born and raised artist making his professional
debut with his role as Omid at Mixed Blood. Some of his past credits include and
aren't limited to Seaweed in Fridley Community Theatre Hairspray and Xasan at
Running Errands '04.

Leor Benjamin (MAZ) @soundandfuryroad is an actor and filmmaker from
Minneapolis. He holds a BFA in Screenwriting with a Minor in Stage Combat from
Columbia College Chicago. Recent credits include Macbeth at the Guthrie Theater,
Spellbound with Threshold Theater, and Rosette with New Arab American Theater
Works. When not performing, Leor works in the Minneapolis mayor's office
(@smittenkittenmn) and trains as a professional wrestler.

Comfort Dolo (HELENE) is excited to be sharing her Mixed Blood Theatre debut
with YOU! Previous Credits: History Theatre: Don't Miss Doris Hines; Penumbra
Theatre: ReMemori; Cleveland Play House: Into the Breeches!, Antigone; Pipeline;
Guthrie Theatre: To Kill a Mockingbird; CWRU/CPH: Merchant of Venice, Hay Fever,
The Seagull, Fifth of July. On Camera: Illusion Theatre: Touch; Drive-Thru
Productions: Quit Cash Challenge; Hungry Man Productions: Rasmussen College;
MN State Lottery. Training: MFA, Case Western Reserve University/Cleveland
Play House, B.A. Gustavus Adolphus College. comfortdolo.com. IG: @comfyd

Nuradin Abdulahi (OMAR) is incredibly proud to be making his professional
debut in The Jungle. After discovering a passion for the craft through acting
courses in college, Nuradin is thrilled to take this next step onto the stage. He
would like to extend a special thank you to Professor Feyintoluwa “Tolu” Ekisola
for the guidance and inspiration that made this journey possible. In his spare
time, Nuradin is dedicated to serving the community by volunteering at local food
shelves.

Mila Ekisola (LITTLE AMAL - Tue/Thu/Sat) Mila is a fun, creative 9‑year‑old who
loves reading every day, making art (especially slime right now), and solving
math problems just because. She spends her free time baking, practicing
gymnastics, and expressing herself through dance. She was in Young Robin Hood
and His Merry Friends at her school, and now she’s super excited for her next
performance at a real theater in downtown Minneapolis. Whether she’s
mastering a new skill, diving into a book, or stepping onto the stage, Mila brings
curiosity, courage, and joy to everything she does.



Layal Boe-Farag (LITTLE AMAL - Wed/Fri/Sun) This is my first time performing
in a theater production (besides school plays) and I'm so excited! I enjoy playing
the violin and reading books. When I'm not practicing violin or reading, I like to
play with my dog, Rosie, and my cat, Mr. Pumpkin.

Paul LaNave (HENRI, CRS OFFICER) is a Minneapolis based actor and theatre
artist who has worked with a number of companies in the Twin Cities including
Penumbra Theatre, History Theatre, Playwrights' Center, Yellow Tree Theatre,
Dark & Stormy Productions, Park Square Theatre, Six Points Theater, Gremlin
Theatre, Walking Shadow, PRIME Productions, and more. Paul was also a
principal cast member of the award winning fifth season of Twin Cities-based
web series Theater People. He is a graduate of the University of Minnesota:
Duluth with a BFA in Acting. For more, visit paullanave.com. 

Tony Larkin (SAFI) is thrilled to be making his Mixed Blood debut. Recent
regional credits include: the world premiere of Bleeding Hearts by Steve Yockey.
The world premiere of Your Local Theater Presents by Anna Ouyang Moench,
directed by Les Waters (La Jolla Playhouse); Appropriate by Branden Jacobs-
Jenkins (GableStage, Coral Gables, FL); and others. Twin Cities credits include
work at The Guthrie, Playwrights' Center, History Theater, Six Points Theater,
and Gray Mallard Theater Co. Tony is a Children's Theater Company teaching
artist, and a proud AEA member. 

Jim Lichtscheidl (BOXER) is an actor, choreographer, collaborator and instructor
based in the Twin Cities area. Credits include Ten Thousand Things Theater as a
performer in eleven productions including Little Shop Of Horrors and Stones In His
Pockets, as a choreographer for seven productions and as a director/collaborator
for the production Huh? which toured to non-English speaking audiences. Jim’s
other credits include the Jungle Theater, Pillsbury House Theater, Harold Pinter
Theater in London’s West End, St. Ann’s Warehouse, and several other local and
regional theaters. Past creator/ collaborator credits include Knock! at Theater
Latte Da, The Hoopla Train at Sod House Theater and archy and mehitabel, a life in
lowercase at Open Eye Theater. Jim is a 2019 McKnight Theater Artist Fellow at
the Playwright’s Center.  

Ahmad Maher (NORULLAH) is an actor born in Egypt, raised in Sweden, and now
based in New York City. He’s worked professionally across Europe and the United
States. Ahmad was selected to be part of the inaugural mentorship cohort at The
Actors Center. Select credits include - Theatre: Pilgrims Musa and Sheri (The
Public Theatre); The Ally (Mixed Blood); Waiting for Lefty (Small Boat); Richard III
(SoHo Shakespeare Company); INVASION! (Ancram Center for the Arts - Berkshire
Theatre Critics Award). Film: Papers (SFFILM); Forever Mama (Riven Productions);
You Gotta Dance For It (Tin Tin Pictures); Threnody (Purple Duck - Best Horror
Short at PIFF). Voiceover: The Space Within Season 2 featuring Jessica Chastain
(Audible). Commercial: Google (DDB House); BookBeat, Länsförsäkringar (Bleck
Film); Lidl (Est E Ban); Nicotinell (Sun Days); Resy (Amex); ABB Motion (SiteSing). 
www.ahmad-maher.com  To ماري.



Alex Mitchell (SAM)  is so excited to make his Mixed Blood and professional Twin
Cities debut! He's a graduating senior from the UMN/Guthrie BFA Acting
program, and has been seen regionally at the Kingsmen and Hoosier
Shakespeare Festivals. Treasured past roles include Romeo in Romeo & Juliet, JJ
Carney in The Ferryman, and Macbeth in Macbeth. You can catch Alex next at the
Colorado Shakespeare Festival this summer and at Next Act Theatre in
Milwaukee this fall. So much love to his family, teachers, and the BFA Company
of 2026. alexdmitchell.com IG: @alexdmitchell

Eric Staves (DEREK, GUARD) is thrilled to be making his debut with Mixed Blood.
Eric is an LA based actor with a BFA in Acting from The Theatre School at DePaul
University in Chicago. Eric has worked with theatre companies such as
Steppenwolf, The Goodman, Steep Theatre and Chicago Fringe Opera. Recent
Film/Television include Lanterns (HBO), Platonic (Apple), American Auto (NBC),
Station 19 (ABC) and American Horror Story (FX). Eric co-owns and operates a
woodworking company when not on stage or tv. Special thanks to my agents at
Gray Talent Group, my family and my ever supportive wife, Hannah! 

Cheryl "Cheza" Willis (PAULA) is making her debut with Mixed Blood. Originally
from the United Kingdom, Cheryl moved to Minneapolis in 1999, and since then
has built a dynamic career in Minnesota as an actor, artist, and puppeteer. Cheryl
was most recently seen as Florence Foster Jenkins in Souvenir at Gremlin
Theatre, a production co-produced with Acadia Rep. The show is set to move to
Theatre L’Homme Dieu in July. Her performance credits include work with a
range of companies such as Huge Improv Theatre, Open Eye, Gremlin Theatre,
The Jungle Theatre (with Bain Boehlke), In the Heart of the Beast, MN Fringe,
Park Square, Frank Theatre, The History Theater, Children’s Theater, and
Theatre de la Jeune Lune.

Sophina Saggau (BETH) (she/her) is thrilled to be making her Mixed Blood debut.
She is a local actor and alumni of the UMN/Guthrie Theater BFA Actor Training
Program. She has worked locally with the Guthrie Theater, Ten Thousand Things
Theater, The Jungle Theater, Children's Theatre Company, Yellow Tree Theatre,
The Moving Company, Park Square Theatre and Walking Shadow Theatre
Company. Her recent performances include Violet and The Cherry Orchard.

Sabrin Nur (YASIN) is an artist living in Minneapolis since 2014. Hailing from the
Horn of Africa, they express themselves in their mother tongues of Somali and
Swahili, through poems, soulful songs and theatre.

Abdoul Manaf-Kondo (OKOT) is originally from Togo, West Africa. He has been
acting for 5 years. He is currently taking acting classes at Normandale
Community College. This will be his first time performing at Mixed Blood Theatre
and he is looking forward to this new adventure.
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Mohamed Yabdri (SALAR) is an Algerian actor currently based in St Paul, MN,
whose career spans theater, TV and Cinema. He has performed in more than fifty
national and international productions. In the Twin cities he performed with
Mixed Blood, Frank Theatre, Interact, and more. He has also distinguished
himself in solo performance, presenting around ten original productions,
demonstrating his ability to command the stage alone with powerful and
engaging performances. On screen, Mohammed Yabdri has appeared in more
than 500 episodes across various television productions. Notable works include:
Rap News Wahhhm, Achour 10, Rais Corso. 2018 – Best Performance Award in the
Minneapolis–Saint Paul.

Bruce A. Young (MOHAMMED) is thrilled to be returning to the Mixed Blood
Theatre where he has served as actor, director, fight choreographer, and “person
to call to make things go boom.” From Ruined to Neighbors, tribal tours to
choreographing the “Power Bomb” that Chad Deity had to perform 8 times a
week, the ole Firehouse was more than just a theater, it became a home. Young
has been working in the arts for over 50 years and following a life changing
heart/kidney transplant in 2024…ready to go 30 more! For those of you who care
about such things, he has performed regionally in such productions as; Othello,
Water by the Spoonful, Comedy of Errors, The Crucible, and Sweat.  Broadway
credits include MacBeth, Elliot Loves and Rose Rage.  Film and television; The
Sentinel, Enough, Grey’s Anatomy, Risky Business, Cold Case, An Innocent Man, and
Phenomenon. Be Good.

 PRODUCTION TEAM BIOS

Joe Murphy & Joe Robertson (WRITERS)
Joe Robertson grew up in Hull and Joe Murphy grew up in Leeds. They began
writing plays together at university in 2011. Joe and Joe’s debut play, The
Jungle, came from their seven months running a theatre, the Good Chance Dome,
in the Calais refugee camp. It premiered at the Young Vic in 2017, before
transferring to the West End, St. Ann’s Warehouse (New York), Curran (San
Francisco) and Shakespeare Theatre Company (Washington DC). The play
received universal acclaim, the South Bank Sky Arts Award for Theatre, and an
Obie Award.
 
Their second play, Kyoto, about the UN’s landmark climate conference in 1997,
premiered at the Royal Shakespeare Company in 2024. Following its critically-
acclaimed transfer at Soho Place in London early last year, it received its US
premiere is at the Mitzi E. Newhouse Theater at the Lincoln Center Theater, New
York from October 8 to  November 30, 2025. 
 
Joe and Joe are the Co-Artistic Directors of Good Chance. In 2021, Good Chance
embarked upon The Walk, an 8,000km moving festival of welcome across Europe
with a 3m tall puppet of Little Amal, inspired by the character from The Jungle.



Mark Valdez (DIRECTOR) has served as the artistic director of Mixed Blood
Theatre since 2022. He is the only the second Artistic Director since our founding
in 1976 by Jack Reuler. 

He is also an artist and cultural organizer who partners with communities,
organizations, and civic institutions, using theatre and creative tools to address
community needs and lift-up community voices and stories. For his work, Mark
was awarded the Johnson Fellowship for Artists Transforming Communities
from Americans for the Arts. 

He has created plays with/for/by communities across the country which have
been staged in venues ranging from tomato fields to community centers, temples
to shopping malls.

Jessica Goldade Swanson (PRODUCTION MANAGER) is a freelance production
manager and AEA stage manager. Currently she is the Production Manager for
Theater Mu where she also stage managed Maybe You Could Love Me and Stop
Kiss. Other stage management work includes Waitress, The Pajama Game, Shrek,
and Memphis at Artistry and A Unique Assignment and Boy Wonder at History
Theatre. She also worked in production or admin positions at Ordway, Artistry,
Children's Theater Company, and The Old Log. She holds a BFA in Stage
Management from The University of Montana. Love to Carl, Smock, and Demi for
their support!

Kenji Shoemaker (STAGE MANAGER) is a Minneapolis-based stage manager and
props designer. The Jungle is Kenji's first production with Mixed Blood, but other
recent credits include: American Players Theatre, Children's Theatre Company,
Ten Thousand Things, Theater Mu, and Stages Theatre Company, among others.
When not at the Firehouse, Kenji also works in various prop shops around town,
was a 2024 Art in This Present Moment recipient artist, and has taught at
Macalester College.

Stacy Mcintosh (STAGE MANAGER) has been a Stage Manager at the Children’s
Theatre Company for 27 years and has also enjoyed working at other local
theatres including Mixed Blood, Guthrie, History, Illusion and Sod House. Outside
of Minneapolis she has worked at the Old Globe theatre in San Diego, the Alliance
theatre in Atlanta and the New Victory and Cort theatres in New York City. She is
a proud member of Actors Equity and a recipient of a Minnesota Theatre Award.
When not doing theatre she has been a part of managing large events including
the Super Bowl, NHL Winter Classic, NHL Stadium Series, Junior World Hockey
Tournament, Taste of Minnesota and the Basilica Block Party. Stacy is incredibly
excited for her upcoming work on the Special Olympics 2026 USA Games.

PRODUCTION TEAM BIOS (CONTINUED)



Austin Schoenfelder (ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER) is a freelance Stage
Manager and Technician. Recent Stage Management credits include My Fair Lady,
Fun Home, Cinderella, and Scotland, PA at Theater Latte Da, as well as Kiss Me,
Kate and Singin' In the Rain at Artistry. He has also worked as a spotlight
operator and electrician at Chanhassen Dinner Theatres for The Music Man,
Footloose, The Prom, and Jersey Boys. Austin received his BFA in Stage
Management from UMN Duluth. 

Joe Stanley (SCENIC DESIGNER, BUILDER) has designed 25 shows at Mixed
Blood, including Colossal, The Elaborate Entrance of Chad Diety, Pure Confidence,
and How to Use a Knife. His design work has been featured by many theatre,
music, and dance companies including Illusion Theater, Frank Theater, Stages
Theater, Park Square, Children’s Theatre Company, Full Circle, Theater Mu,
Pillsbury House, History Theater, the Jungle Theater, Carlyle Brown & Co.,
Theatre Latte Da, the Minnesota Orchestra, Carleton College, Hamline College,
Macalester College, Stuart Pimsler Dance Theater, Zorongo Flamenco, James
Sewell Ballet, Creede Repertory Theater, the American Southwest Theatre Co.,
and others. Joe received an Ivey Award for scenic design in 2010. He was a
founding Artistic Director of 15 HEAD—a theatre lab.

Zamora Simmons (COSTUME DESIGNER) is a Costume, Makeup and Hair Designer
from Trinidad and Tobago currently based in the Twin Cities. She graduated with
her MFA in Theatre Design at the University of Iowa(UI). ​She is excited to be
working with Mixed Blood again. Audiences saw her work here in The Most
Spectacularly Lamentable Trial of Miz Martha Washington. Other work she has
done in the Twin Cities include Gutenberg! The Musical! and Scotland PA at
Theater Latte Da, Once on This Island at Artistry and And Then There Were None at
Lyric Arts. 

Marcus Dilliard (LIGHTING DESIGNER) has most recently designed the lighting
for Pittsburgh Opera's La Boheme, Penumbra Theater’s Don’t Bother Me, I Can’t
Cope and Marisol, Theatre Latte Da’s Glass Menagerie, The Moving Company’s The
Cherry Orchard and The History Theater’s Rollicking. Designs for Mixed Blood
include The Poetry of Pizza, The Clean House and Radio Mambo. He has designed
for Minnesota Opera, Theatre de la Jeune Lune, Children’s Theatre Company, the
Ordway Music Theater, the Guthrie Theater, the Spoleto Festival (Italy), the
Athens Festival, Lyric Opera Kansas City, Portland Opera, Flanders Opera, Opera
Philadelphia, Vancouver Opera, Opéra de Montréal, Canadian Opera Company and
Boston Lyric Opera.

C Andrew Mayer (SOUND DESIGNER) has been blessed to work extensively in the
Twin Cities, including at the Jungle, History Theater, Guthrie, Minnesota Opera,
Illusion, Theatre Latte Da, Pillsbury House, Six Points, Great River Shakespeare
Festival, and numerous others. Previously at Mixed Blood, he designed Vietgone,
Roe, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime, Corazon Eterno, Colossal,
Elemeno Pea, Learn To Be Latina, Pure Confidence, Clean House, Yellowman, The
Ally, and The Happiness Gym, among others. He was a 2008-2009 McKnight Artist
Fellowship.



Isa Condo-Olvera (DIALECT COACH) is a voice & dialect coach, actor, singer, and
teaching artist originally from Costa Rica. Her voice coaching credits include
Somewhere (Spanish dialect coach) and A Christmas Carol (children’s dialect
coach) at the Guthrie Theater; Ten Thousand Voices: Youth with Ten Thousand
Things; Florencia en el Amazonas with Opera Reading Project; and Wilderwhile
House at the University of Minnesota/Guthrie Theater BFA Actor Training
Program. As an actor, she has worked locally with Theater Latté Da, Ten
Thousand Things, Playwrights' Center, Frank Theatre, Guthrie Theater,
Wonderlust Productions, An Opera Theatre, and Yellow Tree Theater. She is
passionate about representing dialects of the global majority with authenticity,
specificity, and intentionality.

Abbee Warmboe (PROPS DESIGNER) is a freelance props designer based in
Minneapolis working on over 250 productions with 40 different companies.
Abbee has worked with Mixed Blood since 2015, with some of her favorite shows
being Hir, Vietgone, Two Mile Hollow, and Animate (who doesn’t want to wander
around the zoo after hours?!). Other recent collaborations have been with
Chanhassen Dinner Theatres, Ten Thousand Things, Frank Theatre, Theater
L’homme Dieu, Theater Mu, History Theater, The Walker/Wax Factory, Guthrie
Theater, The Hive Collaborative, Theater Latte Da, Penumbra Theater, among
other. Abbee is a 2020-21 McKnight Theater Artist Fellow at the Playwrights’
Center.

Aaron Preusse (FIGHT CHOREOGRAPHER) is the Founder of the Fake Fighting
Company, a stunt and stage combat company based in the Twin Cities. He is a
Certified Teacher and Fight Director with the Society of American Fight Directors.
He has served as Fight Director for over 25 productions at the Guthrie Theater.
Aaron has also been the Fight Director for the Children’s Theatre Company, the
Ordway Center for Performing Arts as well as many other theatres, universities
and film projects in the region. More info can be found at www.fakefighting.com

SPECIAL THANKS
 Russom Solomon at The Red Sea, Theater Latte Da, Frank Theatre,

Kathryn Haddad and New Arab American Theater Works, Carolyne Hall
and Guthrie Theatre, Maija Garcia and The Capri Theatre, Sharon Sawicki,

Alli St. John and Children's Theatre Company, Jim Hibbeler and Stages
Theater Company, West Bank Business Association

COMMUNITY PARTNERS
ACLU - MN, Immigrant Law Center MN, Afghan Cultural Society, 

Brian Coyle Center, Cultural Fluency Initiative, Sagal Restaurant, 
Isuroon, American Swedish Institute,

University of Minnesota: Immigrant History Research Center, 
Holocaust and Genocide Studies, and Human Rights Program
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Actress Ruth Easton (née Edelstein) was born in North Branch, Minnesota and graduated
from North Branch High School. She attended the University of Minnesota for one year
and the following year attended Macalester College before finishing her collegiate career
at Cumnock School in Los Angeles. She went on to New York where she studied acting
with Oliver Morosco. Mr. Mororsco opened a stock theater company in upstate New York
where Ms. Easton starred in several plays. After performing with other stock theater

Thank you to our funders
Ruth Easton Fund of the Edelstein Family Foundation, Arts Midwest,

Hugh J Andersen Foundation, American Theatre Wing, Best Buy
Foundation, Charcoal Blue, Civis Foundation, Headwaters Foundation,
Highlander Foundation, Kresge Foundation, McKnight Foundation, The

Mellon Foundation, Minneapolis Foundation, MN Arts Rise and Respond
Fund, MN Black Collective Foundation, National Endowment for the Arts,
National New Play Network, Northwest Minnesota Foundation, Shubert

Foundation, Saint Paul - Ramsey County Public Health Department,
Walker Family Foundation, and by the voters of Minnesota through a

Minnesota State Arts Board Operating Support. 

And by many generous individuals like you. 
Each contribution, no matter the size, has immense value.

THANK YOU

companies, she returned to New York City where she appeared in five Broadway plays over a period of seven
years. They included Exceedingly Small, Privilege Car, Town Bay, Buckaroo, and Charlie Chan. Exceedingly
Small was directed by Ethel Barrymore and Easton played opposite Eric Dressler. New York critics praised her
performance as “thoroughly touching” and “highly spirited and excellent.” She starred in radio dramas on the
Rudy Vallee Hour and the Fleischmann’s Yeast Hour opposite such actors as Walter Huston, Judith Anderson,
and Lionel Barrymore. She also appeared with Clark Gable, Eddie Cantor, and Al Jolson during the course of her
career. Ms. Easton’s legacy, her commitment to theater and the development of new works continues through
the charitable gifts made by the Ruth Easton Fund of the Edelstein Family Foundation.



Please support
Radical Hospitality 
by donating here:

MIXEDBLOOD.COM
BOX OFFICE: 612-338-2155 / 1501 4TH ST, MPLS, MN 55454

Coming up next at Mixed Blood

Or via:
mixedblood.com/donate

MIXED BLOOD STAFF
 MARK VALDEZ / ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

KATE WARNER / MANAGING DIRECTOR
ALEJANDRO TEY / ASSOCIATE ARTISTIC DIRECTOR

TOLU EKISOLA / COMMUNITY ORGANIZING & ENGAGEMENT MANAGER
KATY VERNON / COMMUNICATIONS ASSOCIATE

RAÚL RAMOS​ / RENTALS MANAGER
KURT STOCKE / BOOKKEEPER 

Using theatre to disrupt injustices, advance equity, and build community, 
Mixed Blood inspires the global village to create ripple effects of social change.

A Trojan Woman by Sara Farrington, the one-woman
contemporary adaptation of Euripides’ The Trojan
Women, will launch a Sanctuary City Tour that opens
at Mixed Blood.

“It's a powerful story to tell -- A Trojan Woman
grapples with and ultimately confronts the
indiscriminate cruelty of war.  It is the original anti-
war play!”  Producer, Carol Ostrow

A TROJAN WOMAN
ONE WEEK ONLY!  June 3 – 7, 2026

by Sara FarringtoN

https://mixedblood.com/
a-trojan-woman/

https://mixedblood.com/a-trojan-woman/
https://mixedblood.com/a-trojan-woman/

	APRIL 16-MAY 3, 2026
	THE JUNGLE
	WRITTEN BY JOE ROBERTSON & JOE MURPHY DIRECTED BY MARK VALDEZ
	ACCESSIBILITY LAILA SAHIR / CAPTIONS LAURIE PAPE HADLEY / AUDIO DESCRIPTION MINNESOTA DEAF MUSLIM COMMUNITY / ASL INTERPRETATION


	PRODUCTION TEAM JESSICA GOLDADE SWANSON / PRODUCTION MANAGER KENJI SHOEMAKER* / STAGE MANAGER STACY MCINTOSH* / STAGE MANAGER  AUSTIN SCHOENFELDER* / ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER
	JOE STANLEY / SCENIC DESIGNER, BUILDER ZAMORA SIMMONS / COSTUME DESIGNER MARCUS DILLIARD+ / LIGHTING DESIGNER C ANDREW MAYER / SOUND DESIGNER ABBEE WARMBOE/ PROPS DESIGNER ISA CONDO-OLVERA / DIALECT COACH AARON PREUSSE / FIGHT CHOREOGRAPHER
	BRYNN KELLY / HEAD CARPENTER      THOMAS J. HONEYWELL, ELIJAH VIRGIL HUGHES,                        VINCENT KENOBBIE, EVERETT PARKER,  WILL RAFFERTY, ASA RALLINGS, MAGGIE SULENTIC / CARPENTERS ERIKA SOUKUP / CHARGE ARTIST MACARIA MEZA / SCENIC PAINTER KAI YAMANISHI / HEAD ELECTRICIAN                       SAM BROWN, LUCAS MARTIN,  JACKSON FUNKE, BEN HARPER / ELECTRICIANS LUCAS MARTIN, SHERRILL ZHENG / SOUND CREW BRUCE A. YOUNG*​ / FIGHT CAPTAIN
	ALEYA BERRY / LIGHT BOARD OPERATOR SVEA GRESETH / RUN CREW JOSIE AUSTIN / WARDROBE ELIJAH VIRGIL HUGHES, VIA SANDS / WARDROBE CREW
	EMMA SWAIN / BOX OFFICE AND HOUSE MANAGEMENT MUHUMED MAGAN / LIVE LOBBY MUSIC
	MEHRAN SIDIQI / AFGHAN CULTURAL CONSULTANT JULIA KOJO / SUDANESE CULTURAL CONSULTANT
	CHRISTINA VANG / SEASON ART
	CAST BIOS
	Layal Boe-Farag (LITTLE AMAL - Wed/Fri/Sun) This is my first time performing in a theater production (besides school plays) and I'm so excited! I enjoy playing the violin and reading books. When I'm not practicing violin or reading, I like to play with my dog, Rosie, and my cat, Mr. Pumpkin.
	Paul LaNave (HENRI, CRS OFFICER) is a Minneapolis based actor and theatre artist who has worked with a number of companies in the Twin Cities including Penumbra Theatre, History Theatre, Playwrights' Center, Yellow Tree Theatre, Dark & Stormy Productions, Park Square Theatre, Six Points Theater, Gremlin Theatre, Walking Shadow, PRIME Productions, and more. Paul was also a principal cast member of the award winning fifth season of Twin Cities-based web series Theater People. He is a graduate of the University of Minnesota: Duluth with a BFA in Acting. For more, visit paullanave.com.
	Tony Larkin (SAFI) is thrilled to be making his Mixed Blood debut. Recent regional credits include: the world premiere of Bleeding Hearts by Steve Yockey. The world premiere of Your Local Theater Presents by Anna Ouyang Moench, directed by Les Waters (La Jolla Playhouse); Appropriate by Branden Jacobs-Jenkins (GableStage, Coral Gables, FL); and others. Twin Cities credits include work at The Guthrie, Playwrights' Center, History Theater, Six Points Theater, and Gray Mallard Theater Co. Tony is a Children's Theater Company teaching artist, and a proud AEA member.
	Jim Lichtscheidl (BOXER) is an actor, choreographer, collaborator and instructor based in the Twin Cities area. Credits include Ten Thousand Things Theater as a performer in eleven productions including Little Shop Of Horrors and Stones In His Pockets, as a choreographer for seven productions and as a director/collaborator for the production Huh? which toured to non-English speaking audiences. Jim’s other credits include the Jungle Theater, Pillsbury House Theater, Harold Pinter Theater in London’s West End, St. Ann’s Warehouse, and several other local and regional theaters. Past creator/ collaborator credits include Knock! at Theater Latte Da, The Hoopla Train at Sod House Theater and archy and mehitabel, a life in lowercase at Open Eye Theater. Jim is a 2019 McKnight Theater Artist Fellow at the Playwright’s Center.
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	Austin Schoenfelder (ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER) is a freelance Stage Manager and Technician. Recent Stage Management credits include My Fair Lady, Fun Home, Cinderella, and Scotland, PA at Theater Latte Da, as well as Kiss Me, Kate and Singin' In the Rain at Artistry. He has also worked as a spotlight operator and electrician at Chanhassen Dinner Theatres for The Music Man, Footloose, The Prom, and Jersey Boys. Austin received his BFA in Stage Management from UMN Duluth.
	Joe Stanley (SCENIC DESIGNER, BUILDER) has designed 25 shows at Mixed Blood, including Colossal, The Elaborate Entrance of Chad Diety, Pure Confidence, and How to Use a Knife. His design work has been featured by many theatre, music, and dance companies including Illusion Theater, Frank Theater, Stages Theater, Park Square, Children’s Theatre Company, Full Circle, Theater Mu, Pillsbury House, History Theater, the Jungle Theater, Carlyle Brown & Co., Theatre Latte Da, the Minnesota Orchestra, Carleton College, Hamline College, Macalester College, Stuart Pimsler Dance Theater, Zorongo Flamenco, James Sewell Ballet, Creede Repertory Theater, the American Southwest Theatre Co., and others. Joe received an Ivey Award for scenic design in 2010. He was a founding Artistic Director of 15 HEAD—a theatre lab.
	Zamora Simmons (COSTUME DESIGNER) is a Costume, Makeup and Hair Designer from Trinidad and Tobago currently based in the Twin Cities. She graduated with her MFA in Theatre Design at the University of Iowa(UI). ​She is excited to be working with Mixed Blood again. Audiences saw her work here in The Most Spectacularly Lamentable Trial of Miz Martha Washington. Other work she has done in the Twin Cities include Gutenberg! The Musical! and Scotland PA at Theater Latte Da, Once on This Island at Artistry and And Then There Were None at Lyric Arts.
	Marcus Dilliard (LIGHTING DESIGNER) has most recently designed the lighting for Pittsburgh Opera's La Boheme, Penumbra Theater’s Don’t Bother Me, I Can’t Cope and Marisol, Theatre Latte Da’s Glass Menagerie, The Moving Company’s The Cherry Orchard and The History Theater’s Rollicking. Designs for Mixed Blood include The Poetry of Pizza, The Clean House and Radio Mambo. He has designed for Minnesota Opera, Theatre de la Jeune Lune, Children’s Theatre Company, the Ordway Music Theater, the Guthrie Theater, the Spoleto Festival (Italy), the Athens Festival, Lyric Opera Kansas City, Portland Opera, Flanders Opera, Opera Philadelphia, Vancouver Opera, Opéra de Montréal, Canadian Opera Company and Boston Lyric Opera.
	C Andrew Mayer (SOUND DESIGNER) has been blessed to work extensively in the Twin Cities, including at the Jungle, History Theater, Guthrie, Minnesota Opera, Illusion, Theatre Latte Da, Pillsbury House, Six Points, Great River Shakespeare Festival, and numerous others. Previously at Mixed Blood, he designed Vietgone, Roe, The Curious Incident of the Dog in the Nighttime, Corazon Eterno, Colossal, Elemeno Pea, Learn To Be Latina, Pure Confidence, Clean House, Yellowman, The Ally, and The Happiness Gym, among others. He was a 2008-2009 McKnight Artist Fellowship.
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	Thank you to our funders
	Ruth Easton Fund of the Edelstein Family Foundation, Arts Midwest, Hugh J Andersen Foundation, American Theatre Wing, Best Buy Foundation, Charcoal Blue, Civis Foundation, Headwaters Foundation, Highlander Foundation, Kresge Foundation, McKnight Foundation, The Mellon Foundation, Minneapolis Foundation, MN Arts Rise and Respond Fund, MN Black Collective Foundation, National Endowment for the Arts, National New Play Network, Northwest Minnesota Foundation, Shubert Foundation, Saint Paul - Ramsey County Public Health Department, Walker Family Foundation, and by the voters of Minnesota through a Minnesota State Arts Board Operating Support.
	And by many generous individuals like you.  Each contribution, no matter the size, has immense value.
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