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WRITER’S NOTE

I have two different objects in my head to try to explain what writing
this play has been like. 

FLYPAPER is the first. Over the course of the past year, I’ve listened
and asked questions. Your observations, stories, family histories
stuck in my imagination—like flies on flypaper!—and helped inspire
a lot of the play, along with the way your community holds each
other so close. (Not all of the play…some of it is obviously imagined!) 

QUILT is the second word. Everybody who lives in Warroad has their
own unique qualities, and it was fun to put all these patterns and
vibrancies together into a play. In many ways, Carol’s obsession in
the potluck with making it authentic mirrors my own desires as a
writer to make you, the audience, feel like you can see something in
it that feels unique to your place. 

I’ve loved this process of making this play. Thanks so much for
welcoming me.  Lots of special thanks—to everyone who worked on
the production, from actors, designers, stage and production
managers, the director, Mixed Blood and Riverplace staff, and to
Verna and Kim, who were constant resources, and to you, the
audience for coming tonight!

-Kira Obolensky 



DIRECTOR’S NOTE

It seems appropriate that is where the windows are made.  It's not
something I'd really thought about much before I came, but after
touring the Marvin plant I have a whole new respect for the care
and craft that goes into windows.  The windows that let air and light
into our homes and workspaces.  The windows that protect us from
danger and bad weather.  
            I'm very aware of being an "outsider" - I'm not from Warroad,
and in fact don't even live in Minnesota (though my mom's from St.
Paul!).  I always lived in a city, don't fish, and have never played
hockey.  In fact I can barely skate.  That said, I know that being from
somewhere else is only one way that one can feel "strange" or
"other" in a place - you can feel like an outsider even if you have
lived somewhere your whole life. I've met people here who feel that
way.
            But one thing that has struck me about Warroad, about the
people I've met and observed, about the places I've gotten to know,
is that there is a real sense of welcome here.  It seems to be part of
the Warroad way of life.  That doesn't mean that there isn't a fierce
protectiveness of the good things that this town wants to preserve.  
But there's also a willingness to let others be a part of that good,
and to see the town change as well.  Kira has written a play that I
think is a celebration of that welcoming spirit - of that willingness
to open the window and see who's out there, give them a fair shake,
and let in some fresh air.

-Michael John Garcés



CAST BIOS

Amanda Hald (DEBBIE 2) is fun, energetic, and serious with a laid back side. She likes
dogs and cats. She does dishes pretty fast although her son says she doesn’t do them
well. She’s loyal to her community and her people. Devotional and dedicated. Loves
kids, trucks, and chainsaws. Her favorite pastime is being in the woods, smelling the
fresh air and sawing logs.

Alan Rodriguez Mendez (ALEJO) I was born in Cuba in 1987 and grew up under a
dictatorship, which shaped my critical view of the world. In 2016, I moved to the
United States in search of freedom and new opportunities. Now I live in Minnesota,
enjoying the peaceful life, nature, and kind people around me. I’m thrilled to be trying
something new in a theater group, which fills me with energy and creativity.

Amanda Thompson (RHIANNA) grew up in Warroad. Working alongside first time
thespians, veterans, and professionals has been a great experience. Her love for
acting began in middle school with a few school productions. When not on stage she
enjoys the many outdoor activities that this area has to offer. Spending time with her
husband, 4 children, son-in-law, and 2 grandchildren brings her the greatest joy.

Brenda Yanok (POLLY) I have deep roots in Warroad. It has been a privilege to work
with this amazing crew and learn the acting side of theater. I love my post-retirement
job at Folk School Warroad because it combines my artistic side with my desire to
bridge differences. I am thankful to my husband Steve for his support in all my
endeavors and my children for enriching my life and making me aware of how 3rd
world countries live.

Camila Nazareth Córdoba Urbina (MARISOL) I was born in Managua, Nicaragua. Since
I was very young, I have been passionate about singing, dancing, and acting, always
participating in cultural activities at school. I moved to the United States with my
family on June 3, 2023, first living in Miami and later moving to Warroad, Minnesota,
in September 2024. I have been part of theater and singing groups. I work hard in my
studies and dream of growing in the arts.

Claire Barger (BESS) a Warroad resident of 9 months, is so excited to be part of this
wonderfully unique show. She is also excited to act again after taking a few years to
direct a high school drama department after college. Theatre credits include: Alice's
Adventures in Wonderland, You're a Good Man Charlie Brown, Seussical, Twelfth Night,
and The Wolves. When she's not at work, she is spending time with her wonderful
husband and two cats. She would like to thank him and her parents for always loving
and supporting her!

Darlene Smith (DARLING) has always had an interest in the stage. Took part in
various presentations throughout elementary and high school. Moved back to Warroad
in 1987. Became involved with WST in 1989. Was privileged to be cast in many plays.
Steel Magnolias, On Golden Pond, All My Sons, among many others. Each cast made up
a special family place in my heart.

Darline Yanok (ADDISON) I am originally from Haiti, adopted at age 2 and since then
have lived in Warroad. I have been in several Popcorn Players and WST performances.
Some of my favorites were Treasure Island, Jungle Book and Sound of Music. I
currently volunteer at Warroad Senior Living Center in the activities department and
love being World's Best Auntie to 17 nieces and nephews.



JoyDell Sprenger (MADISON) raised in Warroad since birth, is very excited to be part
of Mixed Blood’s production. JoyDell has been part of Warroad Popcorn Players for 4
years. She has been involved in Speech and One Act Play at Warroad High School
where she will be going into tenth grade. When she is not performing on stage she
enjoys reading, bowling, and fishing. JoyDell is the oldest child of Chris and Kari and
is a sister to Ruthann and John. She also has an eleven year old dog named Anna.

Kelly Schaible Thiele (WENDY) is thrilled to be returning to the theatre after a 13-
year hiatus, last appearing onstage in a 2012 production of Almost, Maine in Roseau,
MN. She is proud to call Warroad her hometown and was formerly a frequent
participant in Warroad Summer Theatre, with her last WST play being 2011’s Wait
Until Dark. Kelly is thankful to Kira, Michael, and the entire cast and crew for the
opportunity to help bring this original show to life!

Joy Dolo* (CAROL) is so grateful for the opportunity to be in community with Warroad.
She has performed in the Twin Cities for 15 years working with The Moving Company,
Mixed Blood, Sod House, Ten Thousand Things, The Guthrie, and Children’s Theatre
Company! She is a co-founder of Blackout Improv, the first all black improv group in
MN and also was the Host of American Public Media’s podcast “Forever Ago”, a
history show for kids! She is recognized through City Pages as 2018 Artist of the
Year, an Ivey Award, and a MN Theater Award. Love to her husband and many pets/
children.

Dayana Puga González (FOOD BLOGGER) It is an honor to be part of this play. I feel
deeply happy and grateful for the opportunity to grow in the performing arts and to
share this experience with such a talented team. Theater represents for me a space
of learning and expression. Offstage, I enjoy riding my bicycle on weekends and
exploring the paths that fill me with energy. I also love strolling through town with 
my friends, sharing simple moments that strengthen friendship and turn into
cherished memories. 

Derrick Johnson (BILLY) is pleased to be in his very first theatrical role. He plays
Texas Hold’em and has lived in Warroad, MN all of his life. He is an avid bike rider,
and so you will see him ride his bike all over town. 

Eric Alanis (LUIS) I came from South Texas, been in Roseau for 2 years and I work at
Polaris and SuperOne. When I’m not working I like to volunteer, for example showing
the high school kids how to cook Mexican cuisine with my wife Yara. I like sports and
the outdoors. This is my first time doing a play, but I’m excited to showcase this
wonderful work of art.

Greg Watanabe* (BOB) is excited to perform his first show with Mixed Blood Theatre
and to spend time in beautiful Warroad! On Broadway he appeared in Allegiance. Off-
Broadway appearances include Ballad Of Yachiyo and Golden Child. Regionally, he
performed in Cambodian Rock Band, Romeo and Juliet, The Summer Moon,
Extraordinary Chambers, The Happy Ones, Hold These Truths, and Our Town.

Ian Ellenson (FREDDY) is no stranger to the stage. He has acted in Seussical the
Musical, Tarzan, Footloose, and now Warroad Community Potluck. He enjoys theatre,
reading, studying history, and kayaking.



Kyle Krahn (DAMIEN) Born and raised in Warroad, he lived in Central America for 9
years. From the jungles of Nicaragua to the coasts of Honduras he has experienced
various types of foreign cultures. As a former teacher of Philosophy and Psychology
he agrees with the philosopher Epictetus, “no man is free who is not a master of
himself”. When Kyle is not foraging around in his own thoughts, his time and heart are
dedicated to his “lucky” wife Laurel, and their 3 beautiful boys. 

Noah Harren (ELI) Born in Crookston but raised in Warroad since I was 1. Can’t
remember a time I couldn’t skate. I make video games for a living professionally, and
am deeply passionate about almost all forms of media. Some cool games I made are
Forza 8 and Horzion 5. Additionally, I like to spend time hunting, hiking, skiing, rock
climbing, and camping. I played a bunch of sports and did a bunch of things. Curious?
Ask me more, they gave me 100 words.

Queen Bert Remme (QUEEN BERT)

Rafael Fernandez (JUAN)

Rocío Velasquez (COCO) was born in Colombia. During childhood, participated in
theater and dance. My motivations in life are my children Nicolas and Felipe and my
husband Nestor Vega; love brought me to the USA, I got married a year ago. I enjoy
participating in community support activities and connecting with new people, which
is why I have enjoyed every day participating in this great work that reflects the
essence of its people and their customs.

Sarah Olson (SALLY JANE) has been involved with community theatre since 2006.
When she is not on stage, Sarah likes to draw cartoons, snuggle her three cats, and
gaze upon her stuffed animal empire. She works at Marvin Windows. 

Shelley Fransway (DEBBIE 1) is excited to be making her theater debut in Warroad
Community Potluck with Mixed Blood. Originally from the Pacific Northwest, she was
raised in Southeast Alaska. Her family moved to Warroad last summer from WI. Three
of Shelley’s grown children reside in the Seattle area and the other two are in the
Stillwater, MN area. Her husband, Joey and the youngest of the six children, Sophia,
love Warroad. When she isn’t at one of Sophia’s sporting events, you can find her
painting one of her acrylic pieces featured in galleries, kayaking, or snowshoeing in
the winter.

Steve Hagen (STEVE) Born and raised in central Wisconsin. Moved to Warroad with
my wonderful, lovely and supportive wife Susan in June of 1994. We have been
happily married for 33 years and have been blessed with 2 boys. We recently retired
from the Grocery business, Doug’s Supermarket. I have not been in any type of
production since I played the character of Kurt in the musical Sound of Music. I am
looking forward to performing on stage with all of the talented people in our
community.

Susan Hagen (EDIE) I’m a theatre newbie! I was born in SD and lived there until the
age of 16 in a town of 400 people. I met my husband, Steve while attending Moorhead
State and my parents were living in Detroit Lakes, MN; which is where we ended up
marrying in 1992. We have lived in Warroad since 1994 where we owned and operated
Doug’s Supermarket for 30 years until our recent 2024 retirement. We have 2 sons,
one that lives in Mpls and one in Warroad. We also have one cat that loves lap time.
We are enjoying the freedom of travel and lake time as much as possible since our
retirement. Hope you enjoy the show!!



Teresa Colunga (FRIDA) I’m originally from South Texas from the 956 area. This is
my very first play. I also have a part-time job at Dairy Queen in Roseau. I enjoy doing
puzzles, art like sketching, and enjoyed my wrestling year. I’m also in high school
going to 9  grade. I like to learn about many things. My favorite thing about moving to
Roseau is being in a nice peaceful town. I also like to go for a walk and bike ride
around the town. I like to keep myself busy and distracted by many things to learn or
just try out, like this play!

th

Yara Rangel-Cantú (VERA) I’m from Mission, TX. My family and I moved up here going
on two years. I like to travel, hike, lift heavy objects and cook. In my free time I keep
myself busy with volunteering at the local school in Roseau (FACS class) and Ruby’s
Pantry. I also like to teach about my culture and our way of food by creating short
video clips and recipes where I include things like making tortillas de maseca,
pozole, flautas, empanadas de pollo/res, and mole. I am always looking for ways to
be involved in community events, self improvement and meet new people.

Ben Johnston (ASSISTANT STAGE MANAGER) You might recognize Ben from his 20+
years with WST in roles onstage and backstage, last directing Leaving Iowa and
writing and directing Gone Fishin’. Even after moving back to Minneapolis, he’s
excited to find himself back involved with theater in Warroad. Outside of this project,
you can find Ben at the Guthrie Theater box office, building sets with Sidekick
Theatre, and looking for other new projects! Ben would like to thank Mixed Blood
Theatre, RiverPlace, the cast and crew, and everyone else who helped pull this
project together. Hopefully it’s the start of many more exciting things to come.

PRODUCTION TEAM BIOS

Irve Dell (SCENIC & PROPS DESIGNER) is a Minneapolis-based visual artist who
works in the realms of public art, sculpture, and performance. Irve has made scenic
elements and objects for puppet theater, as well as set designs for theaters including
Ten Thousand Things, OpenEye Theater, and Skewed Visions. Irve taught sculpture
for 33 years at St. Olaf College and is a former Bush Artist Fellow. Recently, he’s
collaborated on a furniture design venture, Kaspari Dell Workshop, and he has
designed and fabricated furniture and architectural elements for the interior design
firm Prospect Refuge Studio. His work has been displayed in museums and galleries,
and is in private collections.

Aaron Trott (SOUND DESIGNER) I have been a musician since childhood. I started my
transition to Sound when a local church needed help with a sound system upgrade. I
quickly learned everything needed to set up a stage and sound console, followed by
learning to mix live music. In 2024 I was asked to come work at RiverPlace where I
learned more staging and lighting concepts. This play is my first time working in
theater. It has been fun, and a great learning experience!

Joelle Coutu* (STAGE MANAGER) resides in the Twin Cities and has worked at
various locations in the Twin Cities for the past 25 years. Some of those include:
Theater Latte Da: Passion, Rodgers + Hammerstein’s Cinderella, Scotland, PA, Johnny
Skeeky, NEXT! Festival 2023 & 2024; Lyric Opera of the North: Radio Hour, Cavalleria
Rusticana; Illusion Theater: Red and The Mother Wild.



Kira Obolensky (WRITER) Kira Obolensky’s plays have been produced Off Broadway,
in Los Angeles, in Prague and Terezin, and in such locations as homeless shelters,
prisons, and immigrant centers. She has received the Kesselring Prize, a Guggenheim
Fellowship and most recently a Mellon Playwright Fellowship, which put her in
residence with Ten Thousand Things for six years, with whom she developed a theater
writing and performance class inside a women’s maximum-security prison. Kira is a
proud member of both The Playwrights’ Center in Minneapolis and The Tent in NYC.

Karin Olson (LIGHTING DESIGNER) has been lighting live performance for over 20
years with theater, dance, and opera companies in the Twin Cities and beyond. This
show marks her 20th production with Mixed Blood Theater Company. Notable recent
designs include Twin Cities Ballet's Romeo and Juliet, set to the music of Queen, and
Minnesota Opera's The Snowy Day at Ordway Center. Karin is a ‘23-’24 McKnight
Theater Artist Fellow.

Michael John Garcés (DIRECTOR) Michael John Garcés’ productions in Minneapolis
include For the People by Ty Defoe and Larissa FastHorse, Wrestling Jerusalem by
Aaron Davidman, and The Falls by Jeffrey Hatcher (Guthrie Theater); red, black and
GREEN: a blues and the break/s by Marc Bamuthi Joseph (Walker Art Center); and
Snapshot Silhouette by Kia Corthron (Children's Theatre Company). His short play
americanas was produced at Mixed Blood as part of DJ Latinidad’s Latino Dance Party
and his work has been featured in Nautilus Music-Theater's "Rough Cuts" series.
Garcés is a recipient of the Doris Duke Artist Award, Alan Schneider Director Award,
Princess Grace Statue, and SDC President’s Award.

Verna McVay (PRODUCTION MANAGER), while not a Warroad native, has definitely
enjoyed being a transplant in this northern community. She has found a home here
with the Arts. Verna joined Summer Theatre and is enjoying being a part of the
amazing happenings at Warroad RiverPlace. It was a blessing and a challenge to be
contacted by Mixed Blood with the offer to become their Production Manager for
Warroad Community Potluck. If there is one thing Verna would encourage you to do,
it's become involved with all that Warroad offers. You won't be disappointed!!

Kjersti Fried (COSTUME DESIGNER & PROPS MANAGER) has been living and teaching
math in Warroad since 2015. She met her husband, David Olson, through Warroad
Summer Theatre and has been involved in over a dozen WST productions. While not
creating fake foods and planning costumes for this show, she enjoys knitting,
traveling, and spending time at home with her husband and cat, Bernie.



Actress Ruth Easton (née Edelstein) was born in North Branch, Minnesota and graduated
from North Branch High School. She attended the University of Minnesota for one year
and the following year attended Macalester College before finishing her collegiate career
at Cumnock School in Los Angeles. She went on to New York where she studied acting
with Oliver Morosco. Mr. Mororsco opened a stock theater company in upstate New York
where Ms. Easton starred in several plays. After performing with other stock theater

If you would like to support this work,
please consider donating here:

Thank you to our funders
Ruth Easton Fund of the Edelstein Family Foundation, Actors' Equity Foundation, 3M via
the St. Paul and Minnesota Foundation, Elmer L & Eleanor J Andersen, Hugh J Andersen
Foundation, American Theatre Wing, Best Buy Foundation, Kresge Foundation, James B.

Linsmayer Foundation, McKnight Foundation, The Mellon Foundation, Minneapolis
Foundation, National Endowment for the Arts, National New Play Network, Oak Grove

Foundation, RBC Foundation, Shubert Foundation, Svelter Foundation, and by the voters
of Minnesota through a Minnesota State Arts Board Operating Support, and the

Northwest Minnesota Arts Council, thanks to a legislative appropriation from the arts
and cultural heritage fund.

And by many generous individuals like you. THANK YOU

         Or by visiting:     

               mixedblood.com/donate

companies, she returned to New York City where she appeared in five Broadway plays over a period of seven
years. They included Exceedingly Small, Privilege Car, Town Bay, Buckaroo, and Charlie Chan. Exceedingly
Small was directed by Ethel Barrymore and Easton played opposite Eric Dressler. New York critics praised her
performance as “thoroughly touching” and “highly spirited and excellent.” She starred in radio dramas on the
Rudy Vallee Hour and the Fleischmann’s Yeast Hour opposite such actors as Walter Huston, Judith Anderson,
and Lionel Barrymore. She also appeared with Clark Gable, Eddie Cantor, and Al Jolson during the course of her
career. Ms. Easton’s legacy, her commitment to theater and the development of new works continues through
the charitable gifts made by the Ruth Easton Fund of the Edelstein Family Foundation.



Art by Jason Folkerts

Mixed Blood uses theatre to disrupt injustice.  
We are a social justice organization catalyzing action and change 
through art. Our work is guided by deep community engagement 

and rooted in Radical Hospitality.

MIXEDBLOOD.COM
BOX OFFICE: 612-338-2155 / 1501 4TH ST, MPLS, MN 55454

Mixed Blood Theatre was established in 1976. 
 Peek behind the curtains as we share 50

monologues from the past 50 years. 
Tune in each week as we share the latest video.

www.youtube.com/
@mixedbloodtheatrecompany 

Coming up next at Mixed Blood

The Happiness Gym / November 7, 2025—December 7, 2025

The Jungle / April 17, 2026—May 4 2026


